Beyond angioplasty: novel developments in interventional cardiology.
Two specific areas in interventional cardiology have, until recently, remained problematic. First is the emerging issue of the so-called 'no option' patient, considered untreatable by conventional percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) or surgery. Second is the long-standing dilemma of restenosis following PCI. Strategies addressing these two critical areas have been the subject of intense research efforts recently. Several important breakthroughs are being made in the important areas of novel revascularization techniques, antirestenotic agents and stent-based delivery methods. It is conceivable that these novel developments will soon mean that a broader range of patients can be treated, and that the issue of restenosis will now be seriously challenged.